Dava Way Trail

Annual condition survey, 26/4/2008
	Location
	Observation
	Action (as agreed on 29/4/2009)

	East Lodge
	Roots from the felled tree alongside East Lodge still raised -  minor trip hazard
	None

	Lynmore diversion, by road
	Gap in fence south of Bruno’s bridge has been obstructed by low gate
	None

	Huntly’s Cave cutting
	Fallen tree overhanging route. Two other small trees causing partial obstruction.
	Evening work party, May 8th

	Dava Moor south edge
	Small Pine trees at southern end of this vegetated section are almost blocking the track. Broom needs further trimming.
	Work party, to be arranged, possible as part of June 21st

	Dava
	1) The handrails of the bridge over the ditch are loose.

2) The signage by the bridge is poor for walkers.

3) There is no effective signage for cyclists to avoid this section.
	Work party, June 21st
Work party, June 21st 

Paul to explore


General comment:

The path is clear and passable along its entire length. The works carried out by the volunteer groups during the past two winters are showing clear benefit.

Aspirational work – plans for the future

This survey also aimed to consider what work would be needed to create a high quality route that was pleasant throughout to walk or cycle. Surface considered fine for walking and cycling unless highlighted otherwise.
From Grantown to Forres
	Location
	Decision/comment/priority

	Grantown Square

Existing metal signs, add new for Dava Way start
	

	Caravan Park at end of Seafield Avenue

At waymarker post to confirm continue straight ahead to start of Dava Way
	

	Caravan Park at end of Seafield Avenue

At waymarker
	

	Start at Dulicht bridge
Kissing gate and stepped ramp is an obstruction for cycles and buggies – seek to put in an open access ramp similar to Manachie Avenue
	

	Lady Catherine Halt
Approach ~300m fairly rough, basically OK.

Bridge to start of Lynmore bypass, ballast surface –seal with quarry dust?
	

	Lynmore bypass
Entry to Lynmore Wood rough, small trees, section approaching gate is very muddy – would need building up and drainage 
	

	Lady Catherine’s Halt to Lynmore along line
1st cutting, from start of bypass to bridge over burn, rather muddy, option of ditches each side.
Continuation of cutting past bridge. Cutting now running with water and flooded. This section currently being used as far as Home Farm track by using the edge of the cutting wall. Water source is run off from a spring in a field on the west side ~100m short of north end of cutting. Needs ditches/drains both sides and probably new surface when drained, ~500m length.

At the end of this cutting there are fields being used for cattle grazing. Similar to Dunphail (but very friendly coos and shorter horns). Would need ~100m of new fencing, gates, etc.
Beyond field two further spring sources in west wall of cutting, ~ 100m ditches. Rest of cutting dry ~200m. 
East side becomes small embankment, more running water on track for ~100m then large ditch on west side containing the water for ~200m to Lynmore farm. Beyond farm no ditch, running water again beyond minor road bridge for most of cutting.

Along this length several derelict gates. At Lynmore the track is blocked by pile of rubble against barn – could be easily cleared.
	

	HUntly’s Cave cutting
Surface rough, sections of unconsolidated ballast, ~400m –seal with quarry dust?
	

	Dava Moor south
Overgrowth of pine trees and broom, especially towards the south. Needs sympathetic clearing.
	

	Dava Moor 
Southern approach to summit, ~1 mile is rough with intermittent exposed ballast –seal with quarry dust?
	

	Dava Moor summit
Several trees have been cleared here, presume by estate. ~200 section of running water, form ditch East side –seal rough surface with quarry dust?
	

	Dava Moor north

Landrover tracks are narrow and in several places deep enough to cause careless cyclists to dismount. Best action unclear.
	


	Dava Moor north
	Deep ruts need filling
	No action at present

	Dava
	Cycle signs need upgrading
	No action at present

	North side of Dava
	Surface water
	No action at present

	Knock of Braemoray
	Uncomfortable surface of railway ballast to walk or cycle
	No action at present

	Cutting through Bantrach Wood
	Water on surface, ditches blocked and not worked
	No action at present

	Braemoray cutting
	More surface work needed to remove cross drainage channels
	No action at present

	Dunphail woods
	Path surface through woods very rough
	No action at present

	County Cottages
	Signage should be improved, finger post
	No action at present

	Scurrypool Bridge
	Surface water
	No action at present


